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GESIS: Infrastructure for the Social Sciences 
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Research Based 
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Social Science Research Information 

System (SOFIS) 

 

• 50.000 descriptions of planned, on-going and completed research 

projects from Germany, Austria and Switzerland (from the last 10 

years)  

• yearly surveys at German Social Science institutions to collect 

project data 

• 5.000 - 7.000 new or updated project descriptions per year 

• high actuality: 2/3 of the projects still in progress  

• SOFIS data available via sowiport.de, STN International (monthly 

updates) 



Collecting SOFIS data – so far 

• paper questionnaire 

• copy & paste from  

RFT version (email) 

• online questionnaire 

(seldom used) 

 

 



Major disadvantages 

• strongly delayed visibility of new/updated project in the 

Web (2-3 months) 

• no possibility for users to enter data directly into the 

SOFIS database 



Shift to SMW Technology 

 

 

http://www.gesis.org/sofiswiki 
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SOFISwiki  

SOFIS 



Writing Access & Immediate Visibility 

Web 



Drop down selection lists 



Incremental searching 



Personalisation 
• watch lists: directly addressing projects of interest 

• alerting services: email when watched project changed 



Social Tagging 

keyword tags, 
assigned by 
SOFISwiki users 



Integration with da|ra 

taking over DOIs  
from GESIS‘ research data 
registration agency da|ra 
(http://www.da-ra.de/) 

http://www.da-ra.de/
http://www.da-ra.de/
http://www.da-ra.de/
http://www.da-ra.de/


Integration with sowiport 

linking to sowiport  
document views 
 



Semantic Links (SMW) 



History / Versioning 



Field based Search 

SolrStore: 
SMW extension 
integrating Solr/Lucence 
field based search 
 
(developed by  
Simon Bachenberg 
& Sascha Schueller, 
GESIS) 

 



Quality Assurance 

• writing access only for registered user (email confirmation) 

• continuous monitoring and moderation by GESIS 

• email notification to project „observer“ in case of changes made by 

other users 

• social control by reporting suspect users (at discussion site) 

• versioning 

 



Future Perspectives 

• integrating further entity types (publications, topics, events, …) 

• enhanced alerting services (topics, events) 

• social services for  

– author disambiguation  

– linking persons, publications, research data 

 



Thank you! 

 
www.gesis.org/sofiswiki/ 

 

Contact:  

simon.bachenberg@gesis.org 

peter.mutschke@gesis.org 
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